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<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?><profile name=""profile
name™' typ@f'*unique identifier for profile type**> 205
<tasks> .204 /"*-206 | § /";2(?8 o
<task symbolicname="*symbolic name™" typeid=""unique
identifier for task type*'/>

<[tasks>

</profile> FIG.2A

7
X m

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?><configuration
description="task description* displayNanie="task display
name* enabled="true" implementorid=""unique identifier for
implementation™> \-226 N—228 230
232— <property name="*Property Symbolic name*'> P
934—<value>*Property value*</value>
936 — <description>*Property description*</description>
238— <displayName>*Property display
name*</displayName>
</property>

<Jconfiguration> FIG.2B

224

B0~ -

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?><configuration
displayName=""gnvironment display name™" enabled="true"
implementorid="unique identifier for implementation*> 254
262— <property name=""Property Symbolic name*"> 256
264— <value>*Property value*</value> 260
266— <description>*Property description*</description> -
268— <displayName>*Property display
name*</displayName>
</property>
</configuration>

FIG.2C
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1
CONFIGURING A SYSTEM WITH VARIOUS
SYSTEM COMPONENTS UTILIZING A
CONFIGURATION PROFILE

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

Present invention embodiments relate to system configu-
ration, and more specifically, to configuring software systems
with various software components utilizing a configuration
profile.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

In order to configure a heterogeneous software system
containing different software components, each software
component must typically be configured independently. This
is accomplished either through performance of a series of
manual steps, or with use of a tool. Tools for configuration of
software components generally focus on a specific compo-
nent within a potentially heterogeneous software system, and
utilize a wizard format (e.g., a series of graphical user inter-
face (GUI) screens) to perform the product configuration.
Since the wizard format traverses a configuration from begin-
ning to end, a user has difficulty terminating the wizard prior
to completion and subsequently continuing from the point of
the termination (without traversing through the previously
navigated portions of the wizard). Further, the wizard format
does not enable steps in the component configuration process
to be skipped when these steps were performed manually, or
as a part of configuring a different component of the software
system.

Thus, extraneous tools are used to configure a software
system since each component of the software system is asso-
ciated with a corresponding tool. In the absence of a tool,
manual steps must be followed that can be tedious and error
prone when repeated for configuring multiple instances of a
software system. The usefulness of the tools become nega-
tively impacted when the tools do not allow users to perform
the required steps for the configuration. Even when a tool
does allow for configuration of different heterogeneous soft-
ware components, the configuration steps are separated into
different parts of the tool, thereby requiring the user to typi-
cally configure one software component at a time. When
software components are codependent and interleave con-
figuration steps, this interleaving is significantly complex. In
this case, the user manually switches between different parts
of the tool for the configuration, thereby leading to errors in
execution of the correct sequence of configuration steps for
the different software components.

Profiles have been introduced that decompose configura-
tion steps into tasks that are independently performed. How-
ever, each profile focuses on a specific component of the
overall software system, where interleaving of tasks is diffi-
cult. Further, configuration steps exist that need to be per-
formed for various components depending on the nature of
the system as a development environment (e.g., created for
development work) or a production environment (e.g., a sys-
tem for final deployment in production). Moreover, the same
parameters may need different values for these environment
types. Current tools for configuring an environment do not
holistically configure a software system nor distinguish
between configuring a system providing a development envi-
ronment and a system providing a production environment.

BRIEF SUMMARY

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a
computer system for configuring a system with at least two
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different system components based on a target computing
environment includes at least one processor. The computer
system generates a profile to configure each of the different
system components for the target computing environment.
The profile identifies the corresponding tasks to be performed
and properties to configure each of the different system com-
ponents for the target computing environment. The computer
system processes the profile and performs the tasks in the
order listed in the profile and in accordance with the proper-
ties to configure the system for the target computing environ-
ment. Embodiments of the present invention further include a
method and computer program product for configuring a
system with at least two different system components based
on a target computing environment in substantially the same
manner described above.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagrammatic illustration of an example com-
puting environment for use with an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2A is an example of a configuration file maintaining
tasks and their corresponding ordering for a configuration
profile according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2B is an example of a task property file maintaining
task properties for a task of a configuration profile according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2C is an example of a profile property file maintaining
profile properties for a configuration profile according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a procedural flow chart illustrating a manner in
which configuration profiles are employed to configure vari-
ous software components of a software system according to
an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4A is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen for creating a configuration profile according
to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen with information pertaining to a configura-
tion profile according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4C is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen with information for a configuration profile
pertaining to profile properties of an application server sys-
tem according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4D is an illustration of the graphical user interface
screen of FIG. 4C with selections dynamically discovered
from the application server system according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 4E is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen with information for a configuration profile
pertaining to profile properties for a content server system
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4F is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen enabling selection of tasks for a configura-
tion profile according to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 5A is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface screen for managing tasks of a configuration profile
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5B is an example graphical user interface screen with
information for a configuration profile pertaining to a stan-
dard implementation of a task according to an embodiment of
the present invention.
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FIG. 5C is an example graphical user interface screen with
information for a configuration profile pertaining to a cluster
implementation of a task according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6A is an illustration of an example graphical user
interface with information pertaining to execution of tasks of
a configuration profile according to an embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 6B is an illustration of the example graphical user
interface screen of FIG. 6 A with information pertaining to a
failed task of a configuration profile according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 6C is an illustration of the example graphical user
interface screen of FIG. 6A with information pertaining to
successful execution of a task of a configuration profile
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Present invention embodiments pertain to creating, man-
aging, and executing configuration profiles utilized to config-
ure a software system including various software compo-
nents. This may be accomplished by a configuration tool of
present invention embodiments. A configuration profile
includes a collection of tasks, and properties of the tasks and
associated environments for configuring various software
components of a software system. The configuration may be
based on the implementation of the software system as a
development environment (e.g., including a test environ-
ment) or a production environment. A single configuration
profile is created for an entire software system, thereby ren-
dering the sequence of configuration tasks obvious and intui-
tive. The configuration tool enables an administrator or user
configuring the software system to execute tasks of the con-
figuration profile in the order the tasks are indicated in the
configuration profile, thereby greatly simplifying configura-
tion and reducing confusion of the proper configuration pro-
cedure.

An example computing environment for use with a present
invention embodiment is illustrated in FIG. 1. In particular, a
computing environment includes an application server sys-
tem 100, a content server system 110, a workflow server
system 120, and one or more client systems 130. The server
systems may be physical server systems, or be implemented
as virtual server systems residing on the same physical
machine or on two or more different physical machines. A
configuration profile may be utilized to configure the soft-
ware components of the application server system, content
server system, and/or workflow server system as described
below.

Server systems 100, 110, 120 and client system 130 may be
remote from each other and communicate over anetwork 112.
The network may be implemented by any number of any
suitable communications media (e.g., wide area network
(WAN), local area network (LAN), Internet, Intranet, etc.).
Alternatively, server systems 100, 110, 120 and client system
130 may be local to each other, and communicate via any
appropriate local communication medium (e.g., local area
network (LAN), hardwire, wireless link, Intranet, etc.).

Content server system 110 implements a content manage-
ment system, and manages content or information. The con-
tent or information may be stored in a content database sys-
tem 115. The content database system may be implemented
by any conventional or other database or storage unit, may be
local to or remote from content server system 110, and may
communicate via any appropriate communication medium
(e.g., local area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN),
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4

Internet, hardwire, wireless link, Intranet, etc.). By way of
example only, the content server system may be implemented
by an IBM FileNet P8 Content Engine alone or in combina-
tion with IBM Content Manager.

Workflow server system 120 performs business processes
or workflows on content or information from the content
server system. A workflow database system 125 stores infor-
mation pertaining to the processing of the workflows. The
workflow database system may be implemented by any con-
ventional or other database or storage unit, may be local to or
remote from workflow server system 120, and may commu-
nicate via any appropriate communication medium (e.g.,
local area network (LAN), wide area network (WAN), Inter-
net, hardwire, wireless link, Intranet, etc.). By way of
example only, the workflow server system may be imple-
mented by an IBM FileNet P8 Process Engine alone or in
combination with IBM Business Process Manager.

Application server system 100 provides various applica-
tions to process information from or for the content and/or
workflow server systems. The application server system
includes a configuration module 150 that implements the
configuration tool for creating, managing, and executing con-
figuration profiles to configure software components of a
software system as described below. By way of example only,
the application server system may be implemented by an IBM
WebSphere Application Server with a configuration profile
augmented by IBM Business Space.

Client systems 130 may present a graphical user (e.g., GUI,
etc.) or other interface of the configuration tool (e.g., com-
mand line prompts, menu screens, etc.) to solicit information
from users pertaining to the desired configuration, and may
provide reports or displays including various information.

Server systems 100, 110,120 and client system 130 may be
implemented by any conventional or other computer systems
preferably equipped with a display or monitor, a base (e.g.,
including at least one processor 15, one or more memories 35
and/or internal or external network interfaces or communica-
tions devices 25 (e.g., modem, network cards, etc.)), optional
input devices (e.g., a keyboard, mouse or other input device),
and any commercially available and custom software (e.g.,
server/communications software, client/communications/
browser software, applications, configuration module, etc.).

Configuration module 150 may include one or more mod-
ules or units to perform the various functions of present
invention embodiments described below. The various mod-
ules (e.g., configuration module, etc.) may be implemented
by any combination of any quantity of software and/or hard-
ware modules or units, and may reside within memory 35 of
application server system 100 for execution by processor 15.

A configuration profile includes a series of tasks or activi-
ties to be performed in order to configure various software
components of a software system (e.g., application server
system 100, content server system 110, and/or workflow
server system 120 of FIG. 1). The tasks of a configuration
profile use a shared set of environment properties. Profile
properties include properties associated with a configuration
profile. These types of properties may include environment
properties pertaining to an associated environment (e.g.,
application server system (e.g., IBM WebSphere Application
Server (WAS), etc.) properties, content engine/server system
properties, etc.). Profile properties are common to a large
quantity of tasks in a profile.

A task includes a configuration activity to perform, and is
associated with a collection of task properties required for
completion of the configuration activity. A task may further
use other properties that are stored in the configuration profile
from performance of a configuration activity. A task may be
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executed, where the task execution may fail or be successful.
Moreover, tasks may include a test feature to verify that
entered task and/or environment properties are valid before
executing a task.

Profile and task properties are each associated with a text
field in a configuration profile that receives information
entered by a user. Profile and task properties may alternatively
employ a drop-down menu or list to enable selection of prop-
erty information by a user.

A configuration profile is typically implemented as a folder
with extensible markup language (XML) files for task and
profile properties. Plural profile property files may be used,
where each profile property file specifies the profile proper-
ties for a different software component (e.g., application
server (e.g., WebSphere Application Server (WAS), etc.)
properties, content engine/server system properties, etc.). In
addition, an extensible markup language (XML) configura-
tion file specifies the name and type of the configuration
profile, and the name and types of tasks in the configuration
profile. The ordering of tasks in the configuration file indi-
cates the order of execution of those tasks for configuring the
software system.

An example of a configuration file maintaining tasks
within a configuration profile is illustrated in FIG. 2A. Spe-
cifically, a configuration file 200 includes a configuration
profile name field 202, a configuration profile type identifi-
cation field 204, and one or more task sections 205. Configu-
ration profile name field 202 includes a user defined configu-
ration profile name, where the directory folder that contains
the configuration profile and the file itself typically have the
same name as the configuration profile. Configuration profile
type identification field 204 includes a unique string identi-
fying the configuration profile type. For example, a configu-
ration profile type identification may include a package name
and class name for a JAVA class that implements the configu-
ration profile type.

Each task section 205 is associated with a corresponding
task and includes a task symbolic name field 206, and a task
type identification field 208. Task symbolic name field 206
includes a unique name for the corresponding task. The sym-
bolic name may further serve as the name of the file contain-
ing properties for that task. If more than one copy of a given
task type exists, subsequent copies include an additional iden-
tifier (e.g., period and version number) to uniquely identify
the task. For example, three copies of atask ‘configemos’ may
be present, where a second copy of the task includes the
symbolic name ‘configemos.2’ to indicate that the task is
represented by the file configemos.2.xml. Task type identifi-
cation field 208 includes a unique string to identify the task
type (e.g., a package name and the symbolic name for a JAVA
class that implements the task type). The ordering of tasks (or
task sections 205) within the configuration file indicates the
order of execution of those tasks to configure the software
system.

Task and profile properties are typically represented by
extensible markup language (XML) files indicating these
properties. The files related to a configuration profile (e.g.,
profile property files, task property files, etc.) preferably
reside in the same directory as the configuration file. An
example of a task property file maintaining properties of a
corresponding task is illustrated in FIG. 2B. A configuration
profile typically includes a task property file for each task.
Specifically, a task property file 220 includes a configuration
description field 222, a display name field 224, an enable flag
field 226, an implementor identification field 228, and one or
more task property sections 230. Configuration description
field 222 includes a description used for the task that is dis-
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played by the configuration tool of present invention embodi-
ments (e.g., FIGS. 4F, 5A-5C, and 6 A-6C), and may be trans-
lated to the language spoken in the locale of a user. Display
name field 224 includes a name for the task that is displayed
by the configuration tool of present invention embodiments or
on a command line, and may be translated to the language
spoken in the locale of a user. Enable flag field 226 includes a
flag that indicates a status of the task as enabled or disabled.
Disabled tasks cannot be executed until enabled, and are not
executed when executing all tasks in a profile. Implementor
identification field 228 includes a unique string indicating the
type of implementation environment represented by the file.
This is useful information since task types may have different
implementations. For example, a task implementation may be
for a standard deployment (e.g., one unmanaged node) (e.g.,
FIG. 5B), a network deployment (e.g., one node managed by
a deployment manager node), or a cluster deployment (e.g.,
plural nodes managed by a deployment manager node) (FIG.
5C). In addition, there may be various implementations (e.g.,
IBM DB2, ORACLE, MICROSOFT SQL, etc.), where each
implementation may include a different set of properties and
some properties may be needed only for specific implemen-
tations. By way of example, performance of a standard imple-
mentation of a task needs information pertaining to a server
node, a server name, and a virtual host, while performance of
a cluster implementation of the task needs information per-
taining to a cluster name and virtual host.

Task property sections 230 each include a task property
name field 232, atask property value field 234, a task property
description field 236, and a task property display name field
238. Task property name field 232 includes the symbolic
name uniquely identifying a task property type. Task property
value field 234 includes a value of the task property. Task
property description field 236 includes a string that provides
information pertaining to the purpose of the task property and
the type of expected values. The description is displayed by
the configuration tool of present invention embodiments, and
may be translated to the language spoken in the locale of a
user. Task property display name field 238 includes a name
for the task property that is displayed by the configuration tool
of present invention embodiments, and may be translated to
the language spoken in the locale of the user.

In addition, a status folder is employed that contains files
for tracking the status of executed tasks. If a task has been
executed successtully, the status folder includes a file with the
same symbolic name of that task and a suffix indicating the
successful execution (e.g., ‘.0k’). When the task is currently
executing, the status folder includes a file with the same
symbolic name of that task and a suffix indicating the current
execution (e.g., ‘.running’). If the task has been executed and
failed, the status folder includes a file with the same symbolic
name of that task and a suffix indicating the failed execution
(e.g., “.failed’) and the exception related to the failed execu-
tion.

An example of a profile property file maintaining various
profile properties including those related to an environment is
illustrated in FIG. 2C. A profile property file includes sub-
stantially the same format as the task property file described
above, except that the implementor identification field tracks
the type of profile properties maintained by the file (e.g.,
properties for the application server system (e.g., WebSphere
Application Server (WAS), etc.) and content engine/server
system), the configuration description field is absent, and the
enable flag field includes a flag with a value preventing dis-
ablement of profile properties. Specifically, a profile property
file 250 includes a profile property display name field 252, an
enable flag field 254, an implementor identification field 256,
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and one or more profile property sections 260. Profile prop-
erty display name field 252 includes a name for the property
(or environment) that is displayed by the configuration tool of
present invention embodiments or on a command line, and
may be translated to a language spoken in the locale of the
user. Enable flag field 254 includes a flag that indicates the
profile properties as enabled or disabled. However, since an
embodiment of the present invention does not allow profile
properties to be disabled, the flag is typically set to enable the
profile properties. Implementor identification field 256
includes a unique string that indicates the type of environment
implementation represented by the profile property file. This
field is typically utilized for tasks as described above.

Profile property sections 260 each include a profile prop-
erty name field 262, a profile property value field 264, a
profile property description field 266, and a profile property
display name field 268. Profile property name field 262
includes the symbolic name uniquely identifying a profile
property type. Profile property value field 264 includes a
value of the profile property. Profile property description field
266 includes a string that provides information pertaining to
the purpose of the profile property and the type of expected
values. The profile property description is displayed by the
configuration tool of present invention embodiments, and
may be translated to a language spoken in the locale of the
user. Profile property display name field 268 includes a name
for the profile property that is displayed by the configuration
tool of present invention embodiments, and may be translated
to a language spoken in the locale of the user.

Although task and profile properties may each be repre-
sented in a user interface (UI) via a variety of interface ele-
ments (e.g., a text field, drop-down menu or list, writable
drop-down menu, text box, radio button, etc.), these proper-
ties are each ultimately represented by text. This allows for
modification of the task and profile properties via editing of
the corresponding extensible markup language (XML) files
directly.

Individual configuration profiles for a system may be gen-
erated to respectively configure the system for a development
environment and a production environment. The tasks within
these different configuration profiles are generally substan-
tially similar with minor differences since some tasks may be
specific to one of the environment types. Further, properties
may be assigned different default values based on the envi-
ronment type. In addition, some tasks (even including the
same properties) may have slightly different actions during
execution depending on the environment type. This allows for
substantially similar configuration profiles to address the spe-
cific needs of a development environment or a production
environment and be immediately understandable by a user
based on an understanding of one of the profiles. Further, each
individual configuration profile enables a system to be con-
figured for a desired environment (e.g., development, produc-
tion, etc.).

A manner of creating and employing a configuration pro-
file to configure various software components of a software
system (e.g., via the configuration tool of application server
system 100 and configuration module 150) is illustrated in
FIG. 3. Initially, a configuration profile and one or more
corresponding tasks are created at step 300. This may be
accomplished via the configuration tool of present invention
embodiments with various user interface screens as described
below (FIGS. 4A-4F), and produces a configuration file (FI1G.
2A) and corresponding directory for the created configuration
profile.

Information for each of the various profile and task prop-
erties associated with the created configuration profile are
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received from a user at step 305. This may be accomplished
via user interface screens of the configuration tool of present
invention embodiments as described below. The received
information is utilized to produce and/or modify the profile
and task property files for the configuration profile described
above (FIGS. 2B and 2C). Alternatively, the configuration
and task and profile property files may be created, and desired
information or values for the task and profile properties may
be provided and/or edited via a text editor directly modifying
the configuration and task and profile property files.

Once the configuration profile has been created with the
desired task and profile property information, the tasks within
the configuration profile may be executed in order at step 310
to configure the software system. The tasks perform the con-
figuration activities to configure the various components of
the software system in a desired manner in accordance with
the configuration profile in order to configure the software
system.

A manner of creating an example configuration profile to
configure software components of a software system (e.g., via
the configuration tool of application server system 100 and
configuration module 150) is illustrated in FIGS. 4A-4F. By
way of example only, the configuration profile pertains to
configuration of an example application server system 100
(e.g., IBM WebSphere Application Server) and an example
content server system 110 (e.g., IBM FileNet P8 Content
Engine) for a development environment. However, the con-
figuration tool may be utilized to configure software compo-
nents of any desired software system for any desired type of
environment in substantially the same manner described
below. A profile property file is provided for application
server system 100 and content server system 110 preferably
with fixed names and expected environment types. Alterna-
tively, environments may be listed with a symbolic name for
the file name and the type identification for the environment
type.

The configuration tool is preferably initiated from, and
displays a series of graphical user interface screens on, a
client system 130 (FIG. 1) to enable creation of the configu-
ration profile (e.g., using a remote desktop or telnet applica-
tion to interface the configuration tool executing on the appli-
cation server, etc.). In particular, an introductory user
interface screen 400 (FIG. 4A) is displayed. Introductory
screen 400 includes an information area 405 providing infor-
mation pertaining to creation of configuration profiles, and a
series of actuators 410 disposed toward a bottom portion of
the user interface screen. Actuators 410 include a back button
412, a next button 414, a finish button 416, and a cancel button
418. Back and next buttons 412, 414 enable navigation to
respective prior and subsequent user interface screens within
the series. Finish button 416 terminates the session and
applies user actions performed during the session to the cre-
ated configuration profile, while cancel button 418 terminates
the session without applying the actions to the configuration
profile. Since introductory screen 400 is the initial screen in
the series, back and finish buttons 412, 416 are typically
disabled for this screen.

Once next button 414 is actuated from introductory screen
400, a profile information user interface screen 420 (F1G. 4B)
is displayed to receive information from a user pertaining to
the configuration profile. Profile information screen 420
enables a user to specify a configuration profile name, a
location of the configuration profile, the configuration profile
type, and options for other products to be integrated. The
integration enables various tasks to be added to or removed
from the configuration profile depending on the selected
options. Profile information screen 420 includes a field area
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425, and series of actuators 410 disposed toward a bottom
portion of the profile information screen. Actuators 410
include back button 412, next button 414, finish button 416,
and cancel button 418 each as described above. Field area 425
includes fields to receive information from a user pertaining
to a configuration profile. By way of example, the fields
include a profile type field 422, a configuration options field
424, a profile name field 426, and a profile directory field 428
with an adjacent browse actuator 429 to enable graphical
selection of a directory for this field.

Profile type field 422 is associated with information per-
taining to the type of environment (e.g., production or devel-
opment) for the configuration profile and preferably includes
radio type buttons to indicate the selection, while configura-
tion options field 424 is associated with information pertain-
ing to other products to integrate (e.g., IBM Content Man-
ager, IBM Business Process Manager, etc.) with the
configuration profile and preferably includes check boxes to
indicate one or more selections. Profile name field 426 is
associated with the name of the configuration profile, and
profile directory field 428 is associated with a directory for
storage of the configuration profile files described above (e.g.,
configuration and task and profile property files (FIGS.
2A-2C)). Since profile information screen 420 is an interme-
diate screen in the series, finish button 416 is typically dis-
abled for this screen.

A development environment profile user interface screen
430 associated with profile property information for a system
component is displayed (FIG. 4C) in response to actuation of
back or next buttons on respective successive and prior user
interface screens in the series. By way of example only, devel-
opment environment profile screen 430 enables specification
of profile properties for application server system 100 (FIG.
1) for a development environment.

In particular, development environment profile screen 430
includes a field area 435, and series of actuators 410 disposed
toward a bottom portion of the profile information screen.
Actuators 410 include back button 412, next button 414,
finish button 416, and cancel button 418 each as described
above. Field area 435 includes fields that receive information
from a user pertaining to various profile properties. By way of
example, the fields include an installation directory field 432
with an adjacent browse actuator 433 to enable graphical
selection of a directory for this field, a profile directory field
434 with an adjacent browse actuator 437 to enable graphical
selection of a directory for this field, an administrator user
name field 436, an administrator password field 438, a host
field 440, a Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) port field
442, and an application server cell field 444.

Installation directory field 432 is associated with informa-
tion pertaining to the installation directory for the application
server system, while profile directory field 434 is associated
with information pertaining to a profile directory for the
application server system. Administrator user name and pass-
word fields 436, 438 are respectively associated with infor-
mation pertaining to the user name and password of an admin-
istrator or user of the application server system. Host field 440
is associated with information pertaining to the application
server host, while Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP)
port field 440 is associated with information pertaining to the
Simple Object Access Protocol (SOAP) port for the applica-
tion server system. Moreover, application server cell field 444
is preferably in the form of a drop-down list and associated
with information pertaining to an application server cell. The
configuration tool preferably saves information received by
the user for each of these fields as text to construct and/or
modify a profile property file (FIG. 2C).
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In addition, development environment profile screen 430
includes a test connection actuator 446 to test the connection
to the application server system (e.g., based on the adminis-
trator user name and password provided). Further, the appli-
cation server system may automatically be accessed by an
application server cell based on the received profile properties
(e.g., administrator user name and password) to dynamically
discover selection options for the other fields. By way of
example, values for a drop-down list for application server
cell field 444 may be dynamically ascertained as illustrated in
FIG. 4D. Since development environment profile screen 430
is an intermediate screen in the series, finish button 416 is
preferably disabled for this screen.

A development environment profile user interface screen
450 for receiving profile property information for another
system component is displayed (FIG. 4F) in response to
actuation of back or next buttons on respective successive and
prior user interface screens in the series. By way of example
only, development environment profile screen 450 enables
specification of profile properties for content server system
110 (FIG. 1) for a development environment.

In particular, screen 450 includes a field area 455, and
series of actuators 410 disposed toward a bottom portion of
the user interface screen. Actuators 410 include back button
412, next button 414, finish button 416, and cancel button 418
each as described above. Field area 455 includes fields that
receive information from a user pertaining to various profile
properties. By way of example, the fields include a content
server connection field 452, a content server name field 454,
a content server port field 456, a content server Uniform
Resource Locator (URL) field 458, a content server domain
user name field 460, a content server domain user password
field 462, an object store field 464, and a shared directory field
468 with an adjacent browse actuator 469 to enable graphical
selection of a directory for this field.

Content server connection field 452 is preferably in the
form of a drop-down list and associated with information
pertaining to a content server system connection, while con-
tent server name field 454 is associated with information
pertaining to a content server system name. Content server
port and uniform resource locator (URL) fields 456, 458 are
respectively associated with information pertaining to a con-
tent server system web services interface (WSI) port and a
web services interface (WSI) uniform resource locator
(URL), while domain user name and password fields 460, 462
are respectively associated with information pertaining to a
domain username and password for a content server system.
Object store field 464 is preferably in the form of'a drop-down
listand associated with information pertaining to a name of an
object store, while shared directory field 468 is associated
with information pertaining to a network shared directory.
The configuration tool preferably saves the information
received from a user for each of these fields as text to con-
struct and/or modify the profile property file (FIG. 2C).

In addition, development environment profile screen 450
includes test connection actuator 446 to test the connection to
the content server system (e.g., based on the user name and
password provided). Since development environment profile
screen 450 is an intermediate screen in the series, finish button
416 is typically disabled for this screen.

The configuration tool may include any quantity of further
user interface screens similar to the user interface screens
described above for the application and content server sys-
tems to receive profile property information for configuring
additional system components (e.g., workflow server system
120 (FIG. 1), etc.).
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Task information for the configuration profile indicating
activities to be performed for configuration of the software
system may be received via a task selection user interface
screen 470 (FIG. 4F). This screen may be traversed in
response to actuation of a next button on a prior user interface
screen in the series. In particular, task selection screen 470
includes a field area 475, and series of actuators 410 disposed
toward a bottom portion of the user interface screen. Actua-
tors 410 include back button 412, next button 414, finish
button 416, and cancel button 418 each as described above.
Field area 475 includes a list of tasks 472 associated with the
configuration profile (e.g., determined from the prior submit-
ted information) and corresponding selection fields (e.g.,
check boxes) to enable a user to select specific tasks for the
configuration profile. The tasks are typically implemented by
scripts or program applications that perform corresponding
activities for configuring one or more software components
and/or a software system. The tasks are typically loaded into
the application server system for selection. Since the task
selection screen is generally the terminal user interface screen
in the series, next button 414 is disabled, while finish button
414 is enabled to generate the configuration profile.

Once the information for the configuration profile has been
received from a user (e.g., on the various user interface
screens of FIGS. 4A-4F) and finish actuator 416 has been
actuated from task selection screen 470, the configuration
tool produces the appropriate files (e.g., FIGS. 2A-2C), and
stores the files in the corresponding directory to generate a
resulting configuration profile. Thus, the resulting configura-
tion profile includes information to configure various system
components, thereby enabling configuration of an entire sys-
tem from that configuration profile.

The configuration tool further manages tasks within a con-
figuration profile, and enables movement of tasks within the
configuration profile to change the order of task execution,
editing of tasks, execution of tasks, checking of task status,
enablement/disablement of a task, renaming of a task, copy-
ing a task, adding a new task, resetting a task status (e.g.,
deletion of the status file), and deleting a task. A manner of
managing tasks of an example configuration profile to con-
figure software components of a software system (e.g., via the
configuration tool of application server system 100 and con-
figuration module 150) is illustrated in FIGS. SA-5C. Ini-
tially, individual tasks may be managed via task management
user interface screen 500 (FIG. 5A). This screen is initiated
from the configuration tool and provides information for a
newly created or existing configuration profile (e.g., “sample
dev” as viewed in FIG. 5A). The selection of a configuration
profile may be accomplished via a file or other drop-down
menu (e.g., including an open operation) on task management
screen 500, or a user interface (e.g., user interface screen,
command line prompt, or other interface mechanism)
enabling a user to select a desired configuration profile.

In particular, task management screen 500 includes a task
area 502, a task status area 504, and a task information area
506. In addition, task management screen 500 includes a save
actuator 510 to save information for a selected task, and a run
task actuator 512 to execute a selected task. Save actuator 510
and run task actuator 512 are disposed toward an upper por-
tion of task management screen 500. Task area 502 displays a
list of tasks 507 of the selected configuration profile. By way
of'example only, task management screen 500 includes infor-
mation pertaining to a “sample dev” configuration profile and
a selected “Configure the Case Management Object Stores”
task, where this example configuration profile and associated
tasks pertain to IBM Configuration Manager for Content
Engine Server and IBM Case Manager products. However,
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the task management screen may be utilized for and include
information pertaining to any desired configuration profile,
corresponding tasks, and software products.

A task may be selected from task list 507 (e.g., via actua-
tion of a mouse or other input device) for processing. Task
status area 504 provides a status for a selected task, while task
information area 506 provides information for a selected task.
Task information area 506 may vary, and provides informa-
tion associated with a task selected from task list 507. For
example, information area 506 of task management screen
500 includes an object store display name field 514 preferably
in the form of a drop-down list and associated with informa-
tion pertaining to a display name for a target object store
associated with the selected “Configure the Case Manage-
ment Object Stores™ task (e.g., as viewed in FIG. 5A).

Task management screen 500 enables various operations to
be performed for a selected task. For example, the task man-
agement screen enables movement of tasks within the con-
figuration profile to change the order of task execution, edit-
ing of tasks, execution of tasks, checking of task status,
enablement/disablement of a task, renaming of a task, copy-
ing a task, adding a new task, resetting a task status (e.g.,
deletion of the status file), and deleting a task. These various
operations may be initiated from an operations menu 508
displayed in response to selection of a task from task list 507
(e.g., the selection of a task and presentation of the operations
menu may be accomplished via actuation of a mouse or other
input device). Thus, specific portions of a configuration pro-
file may be edited at any point without needing to traverse a
series of interface screens or prompts in a wizard type fashion.

The tasks within task list 507 may perform various opera-
tions. For example, a task may facilitate a type of deployment,
where the deployment type may be specified within the con-
figuration tool. Initially, a task facilitating deployment may be
selected from task list 507 of task management screen 500 as
described above. The selected task may be processed to
specify deployment information via actuation of a mouse
(e.g., double click or other operation) or selection from opera-
tions menu 508 (e.g., selection of “Edit Selected Task™ as
viewed in FIG. 5A). Once a task is selected for processing, a
task management screen 520 (FIG. 5B) is displayed. Task
management screen 520 is substantially similar to the task
management screen described above with task information
area 506 including information pertaining to the selected task.
By way of example only, task management screen 520 per-
tains to a selected “Deploy the Case Manager API” task
specified to facilitate a standard type deployment. However,
task management screen 520 may be utilized for and include
information pertaining to any desired tasks and deployments.

In particular, task management screen 520 includes task
area 502 with list of tasks 507, and task status area 504 each
as described above. Task management screen 520 further
includes information area 506 including one or more fields
pertaining to the selected task (e.g., “Deploy the Case Man-
ager API” task) and for specifying information pertaining to
the task deployment. In addition, task management screen
520 includes save actuator 510 to save information for the
selected task, and run task actuator 512 to execute the selected
task as described above. Save actuator 510 and run task actua-
tor 512 are disposed toward an upper portion of task manage-
ment screen 520.

Information area 506 includes fields to receive information
from a user pertaining to the task and type of deployment. By
way of example, information area 506 includes a deployment
type field 522, a file path field 524 with an adjacent browse
actuator 527 to enable graphical selection of a file path for this
field, an application name field 526, an application server
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node field 528, an application server name field 530, an appli-
cation server virtual host field 532, a representational state
transfer (REST) uniform resource locator (URL) field 534, a
script field 536 with an adjacent browse actuator 537 to
enable graphical selection of a location of the desired script,
and a temporary directory field 538 with an adjacent browse
actuator 539 to enable graphical selection of a directory for
this field. In addition, task deployment screen 520 includes a
restart actuator 540 (e.g., a check box) to enable a restart of
the application server system.

Deployment type field 522 is associated with information
pertaining to the type of deployment to be provided by the
selected task (e.g., a standard deployment as viewed in FIG.
5B)and is preferably in the form of'a drop-down list. File path
field 524 is associated with information pertaining to a file
path for an application programming interface (API) of a web
application archive (WAR) file. Application name field 526 is
associated with information pertaining to an application
name corresponding to an application programming interface
(API). Application server node, name and virtual host fields
528, 530, and 532 are preferably in the form of drop-down
lists and are respectively associated with information pertain-
ing to the server node, name and virtual host of the application
server system. Representational state transfer (REST) uni-
form resource locator (URL) field 534 is preferably in the
form of a drop-down list and is associated with the uniform
resource locator (URL) of a representational state transfer
(REST) protocol, while script field 536 is associated with
information pertaining to the location of a script file perform-
ing the task. Temporary directory field 538 is associated with
information pertaining to a temporary directory.

Once the information is received in information area 506
from a user for the selected task, save actuator 510 is actuated
to store the information. The configuration tool preferably
saves the information received from a user for each of these
fields as text to construct and/or modify the task property file
(FIG. 2B) associated with the configuration profile.

In the case of a selected task facilitating a cluster type
deployment, information may be specified within the con-
figuration tool via a task management screen 550 (FIG. 5C).
Initially, a task facilitating deployment may be selected from
task list 507 of task management screen 500 as described
above. The selected task may be processed to provide deploy-
ment information via actuation of a mouse (e.g., double click
or other operation) or selection from operations menu 508
(e.g., selection of “Edit Selected Task”™ as viewed in FIG. 5A).
Once a task is selected for processing, task management
screen 550 (FIG. 5C) is displayed. Task management screen
550 is substantially similar to the task management screens
described above with task information area 506 including
information pertaining to the selected task. By way of
example only, task management screen 550 pertains to a
selected “Deploy the Case Manager API” task specified to
facilitate a cluster type deployment. However, task manage-
ment screen 550 may be utilized for and include information
pertaining to any desired tasks and deployments.

In particular, task management screen 550 includes task
area 502 with task list 507, and task status area 504 each as
described above. Task management screen 550 further
includes information area 506 including one or more fields
pertaining to the selected task (e.g., “Deploy the Case Man-
ager API” task) and for specifying information pertaining to
the task deployment. In addition, screen 550 includes save
actuator 510 to save information for a selected task, and run
task actuator 512 to execute a selected task as described
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above. Save actuator 510 and run task actuator 512 are dis-
posed toward an upper portion of task management screen
550.

By way of example, information area 506 includes a
deployment type field 552, a file path field 554 with an adja-
cent browse actuator 557 to enable graphical selection of a file
path for this field, an application name field 556, an applica-
tion server cluster name field 558, an application server vir-
tual host field 560, a representational state transfer (REST)
uniform resource locator (URL) field 562, a script field 564
with an adjacent browse actuator 565 to enable graphical
selection of a location of the desired script, and a temporary
directory field 566 with an adjacent browse actuator 567 to
enable graphical selection of a directory for this field. In
addition, task management screen 550 includes a restart
actuator 540 (e.g., a check box) to enable a restart of the
application server system.

Deployment type field 552 is preferably in the form of a
drop-down list and is associated with information pertaining
to the type of deployment to be provided by the selected task
(e.g., a cluster deployment as viewed in FIG. 5C). File path
field 554 is associated with information pertaining to a file
path of an application programming interface (API) for a web
application archive (WAR) file. Application name field 556 is
associated with information pertaining to an application
name for an application programming interface (API). Appli-
cation server cluster name and virtual host fields 558, 560 are
preferably in the form of drop-down lists and are respectively
associated with information pertaining to the server cluster
name and virtual host of the application server system. Rep-
resentational state transfer (REST) uniform resource locator
(URL) field 562 is associated with information pertaining to
the uniform resource locator (URL) of a representational state
transfer (REST) protocol, while script field 564 is associated
with information pertaining to the location of a script file
performing the task. Temporary directory field 566 is associ-
ated with information pertaining to a temporary directory.

Once the information is received in information area 506
from a user for the selected task, save actuator 510 is actuated
to store the information. The configuration tool preferably
saves the information received from a user for each of these
fields as text to construct and/or modify the task property file
(FIG. 2B) associated with the configuration profile.

Since the deployment type is a dynamic task property, this
task property is not listed in the task property file. This task
property controls the implementation type of the task (e.g.,
and adjusts the implementor identification field of the task
property file (e.g., between standard, network, and cluster) in
accordance with the desired implementation type). Plural
dynamic properties may further control the implementation
type of the task.

Once a configuration profile and corresponding tasks have
been created, the tasks may be executed to configure the
software system. The configuration tool enables execution
and monitoring of tasks as illustrated in FIGS. 6A-6C. Ini-
tially, a task may be selected from task list 507 of task man-
agement screen 500 as described above. Once a task is
selected for execution, a task management screen 600 (FIG.
6A) is displayed. Task management screen 600 is substan-
tially similar to task management screen 500 described
above, and includes task area 502 with task list 507, and task
status area 504 each as described above. Task management
screen 600 further includes information area 506 that
includes information pertaining to the selected task. In addi-
tion, task management screen 600 includes save actuator 510
to save information for a selected task, and run task actuator
512 to execute a selected task as described above. Save actua-
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tor 510 and run task actuator 512 are disposed toward an
upper portion of task management screen 600.

Task status area 504 provides status for a selected task,
while information area 506 provides information for a
selected task. For example, information area 506 includes an
object store display name field 514 to receive information
pertaining to a display name for a target object store associ-
ated with the selected “Configure the Case Management
Object Stores™ task (e.g., as viewed in FIG. 6A).

Once a task is selected, the selected task may be executed
via actuation of run task actuator 512 or an execute operation
selected from operations menu 508 (e.g., “Run Task” as
viewed in FIG. 5A). Task status area 504 indicates the status
of the executed task. For example, task status area 504 may
provide a message indicating that: the selected task is execut-
ing (e.g., FIG. 6A), execution of the selected task failed and
the reason for the failure (e.g., FIG. 6B), or execution of the
selected task was successful (e.g., FIG. 6C).

Task management screen 600 further enables all or any
portion of the tasks of a configuration profile to be executed
and monitored in substantially the same manner described
above. The execution of a configuration profile (e.g., includ-
ing execution of all configuration profile tasks) may be
accomplished via a drop-down menu (e.g., including an
execute configuration profile operation) on task management
screen 600. In this case, the tasks are executed in order and
task status area 504 provides messages in accordance with
each task execution in substantially the same manner
described above. Alternatively, any quantity of tasks may be
selected from task list 507 (e.g., via actuation of a mouse or
other input device). The selected tasks are executed in order
and task status area 504 provides messages in accordance
with each task execution in substantially the same manner
described above.

It will be appreciated that the embodiments described
above and illustrated in the drawings represent only a few of
the many ways of implementing embodiments for configur-
ing a system with various system components utilizing a
configuration profile.

The computing environment or system for the present
invention embodiments may include any number of computer
or other processing systems (e.g., client systems, server sys-
tems, etc.) and databases or other repositories arranged in any
desired fashion, where the present invention embodiments
may be applied to any desired type of computing environment
(e.g., cloud computing, client-server, network computing,
mainframe, stand-alone systems, etc.). The computer or other
processing systems employed by the present invention
embodiments may be implemented by any number of any
personal or other type of computer or processing system (e.g.,
desktop, laptop, PDA, mobile devices, etc.), and may include
any commercially available operating system and any com-
bination of commercially available and custom software
(e.g., browser software, communications software, server
software, configuration module, etc.). These systems may
include any types of monitors and input devices (e.g., key-
board, mouse, voice recognition, etc.) to enter and/or view
information. In addition, the computer systems may host any
quantity of any physical or virtual servers.

It is to be understood that the software (e.g., configuration
module, etc.) of the present invention embodiments may be
implemented in any desired computer language and could be
developed by one of ordinary skill in the computer arts based
on the functional descriptions contained in the specification
and flow charts illustrated in the drawings. Further, any ref-
erences herein of software performing various functions gen-
erally refer to computer systems or processors performing
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those functions under software control. The computer sys-
tems of the present invention embodiments may alternatively
be implemented by any type of hardware and/or other pro-
cessing circuitry.

The various functions of the computer or other processing
systems may be distributed in any manner among any number
of software and/or hardware modules or units, processing or
computer systems and/or circuitry, where the computer or
processing systems may be disposed locally or remotely of
each other and communicate via any suitable communica-
tions medium (e.g., LAN, WAN, Intranet, Internet, hardwire,
modem connection, wireless, etc.). For example, the func-
tions of the present invention embodiments may be distrib-
uted in any manner among the various end-user/client and
server systems, and/or any other intermediary processing
devices. The software and/or algorithms described above and
illustrated in the flow charts may be modified in any manner
that accomplishes the functions described herein. In addition,
the functions in the flow charts or description may be per-
formed in any order that accomplishes a desired operation.

The software of the present invention embodiments (e.g.,
configuration module, etc.) may be available on a recordable
or computer useable medium (e.g., magnetic or optical medi-
ums, magneto-optic mediums, floppy diskettes, CD-ROM,
DVD, memory devices, etc.) for use on stand-alone systems
or systems connected by a network or other communications
medium.

The communication network may be implemented by any
number of any type of communications network (e.g., LAN,
WAN, Internet, Intranet, VPN, etc.). The computer or other
processing systems of the present invention embodiments
may include any conventional or other communications
devices to communicate over the network via any conven-
tional or other protocols. The computer or other processing
systems may utilize any type of connection (e.g., wired, wire-
less, etc.) for access to the network. Local communication
media may be implemented by any suitable communication
media (e.g., local area network (LAN), hardwire, wireless
link, Intranet, etc.).

The computing environment or system may employ any
number of any conventional or other databases, data stores or
storage structures (e.g., files, databases, data structures, data
or other repositories, etc.) to store any desired information
(e.g., content, configuration files, task property files, profile
property files, etc.). The database systems may be imple-
mented by any number of any conventional or other data-
bases, data stores or storage structures (e.g., files, databases,
data structures, data or other repositories, etc.) to store any
desired information. The database systems may be included
within or coupled to the server and/or client systems. The
database systems and/or storage structures may be remote
from or local to the computer or other processing systems,
and may store any desired data.

The configuration profile may be utilized to configure any
quantity of system components to configure a system, and
preferably configures two or more different system compo-
nents. A system may be associated with any quantity of con-
figuration profiles, each configuring the system for a different
environment or mode of operation. Further, a configuration
profile may be associated with and used to configure any
quantity of systems. The system may include any quantity of
any types of components (e.g., hardware components, soft-
ware components, controlled mechanical components, etc.).
The configuration profile may configure a system for any
desired environment or operational mode (e.g., production
environment, test environment, development environment,
simulation, etc.).
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The configuration profile may be associated with any quan-
tity of files or other storage structures to store information for
the configuration profile. The configuration profile may
include any quantity of configuration files, task property files,
and profile property files. The task property file may be asso-
ciated with any quantity of tasks and/or configuration pro-
files, while the profile property file may be associated with
any quantity of configuration profiles. The configuration file
may be of any type (e.g., XML, text, etc.), format or arrange-
ment, and include any quantity of any desired information
(e.g., tasks, names, identifiers, etc.). The task property file
may be of any type (e.g., XML, text, etc.), format or arrange-
ment, and include any quantity of any desired information
(e.g., tasks, names, identifiers, properties, values, etc.). The
profile property file may be of any type (e.g., XML, text, etc.),
format or arrangement, and include any quantity of any
desired information (e.g., names, identifiers, properties, val-
ues, environments, etc.).

The files of a configuration profile (e.g., configuration file,
task property file, profile property file, etc.) may be stored in
any desired location areas (e.g., folder, directory, etc.), where
these file may be stored within the same location area or
dispersed among any quantity of different location areas
(within the same or different storage systems). The fields of
the configuration, task property, and profile property files
may be of any quantity, type, or format (e.g., string, numeric,
Boolean, etc.), and may include any desired information with
any desired values. The enable flag may include any desired
values to indicate enablement or disablement of a task or
property (e.g., true, false, 1, 0, etc.).

The configuration tool of the present invention embodi-
ments may employ any number of any type of user interface
(e.g., Graphical User Interface (GUI), command-line,
prompt, etc.) for obtaining or providing information, where
the interface may include any information arranged in any
fashion. The interface screens may include any number of any
types of input or actuation mechanisms (e.g., buttons, icons,
fields, boxes, links, drop-down menus or lists, etc.) disposed
atany locations to enter/display information, select any quan-
tity of desired entities (e.g., tasks, properties, etc.) and initiate
desired actions via any suitable input devices (e.g., mouse,
keyboard, etc.). The interface screens may include any suit-
able actuators (e.g., links, tabs, buttons, etc.) to navigate
between the screens in any fashion. The fields of the interface
screens may be of any quantity, type, or format (e.g., string,
numeric, Boolean, etc.), and may include any desired infor-
mation with any desired values. The configuration tool may
dynamically determine values for the drop-down lists of the
various interface screens based on known or ascertained
information or information entered by a user. The report may
include any information arranged in any fashion, and may be
configurable based on rules or other criteria to provide desired
information to a user.

The configuration profile and configuration tool of present
invention embodiments are not limited to the specific tasks
described above, but may be utilized to configure any type of
system having any quantity of any types of various system
components.

The terminology used herein is for the purpose of describ-
ing particular embodiments only and is not intended to be
limiting of the invention. As used herein, the singular forms
“a”, “an” and “the” are intended to include the plural forms as
well, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises”, “comprising”,
“includes”, “including”, “has”, “have”, “having”, “with” and
the like, when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
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or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The corresponding structures, materials, acts, and equiva-
lents of all means or step plus function elements in the claims
below are intended to include any structure, material, or act
for performing the function in combination with other
claimed elements as specifically claimed. The description of
the present invention has been presented for purposes of
illustration and description, but is not intended to be exhaus-
tive or limited to the invention in the form disclosed. Many
modifications and variations will be apparent to those of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the scope and
spirit of the invention. The embodiment was chosen and
described in order to best explain the principles of the inven-
tion and the practical application, and to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the invention for various
embodiments with various modifications as are suited to the
particular use contemplated.

As will be appreciated by one skilled in the art, aspects of
the present invention may be embodied as a system, method
or computer program product. Accordingly, aspects of the
present invention may take the form of an entirely hardware
embodiment, an entirely software embodiment (including
firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.) or an embodi-
ment combining software and hardware aspects that may all
generally be referred to herein as a “circuit,” “module” or
“system.” Furthermore, aspects of the present invention may
take the form of a computer program product embodied in one
ormore computer readable medium(s) having computer read-
able program code embodied thereon.

Any combination of one or more computer readable medi-
um(s) may be utilized. The computer readable medium may
be a computer readable signal medium or a computer read-
able storage medium. A computer readable storage medium
may be, for example, but not limited to, an electronic, mag-
netic, optical, electromagnetic, infrared, or semiconductor
system, apparatus, or device, or any suitable combination of
the foregoing. More specific examples (a non-exhaustive list)
of the computer readable storage medium would include the
following: an electrical connection having one or more wires,
a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable
programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), an optical fiber, a portable compact disc read-only
memory (CD-ROM), an optical storage device, a magnetic
storage device, or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
In the context of this document, a computer readable storage
medium may be any tangible medium that can contain, or
store a program for use by or in connection with an instruction
execution system, apparatus, or device.

A computer readable signal medium may include a propa-
gated data signal with computer readable program code
embodied therein, for example, in baseband or as part of a
carrier wave. Such a propagated signal may take any of a
variety of forms, including, but not limited to, electro-mag-
netic, optical, or any suitable combination thereof. A com-
puter readable signal medium may be any computer readable
medium that is not a computer readable storage medium and
that can communicate, propagate, or transport a program for
use by or in connection with an instruction execution system,
apparatus, or device.

Program code embodied on a computer readable medium
may be transmitted using any appropriate medium, including
but not limited to wireless, wireline, optical fiber cable, RF,
etc., or any suitable combination of the foregoing.
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Computer program code for carrying out operations for
aspects of the present invention may be written in any com-
bination of one or more programming languages, including
an object oriented programming language such as Java,
Smalltalk, C++ or the like and conventional procedural pro-
gramming languages, such as the “C” programming language
or similar programming languages. The program code may
execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the user’s
computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on the
user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or entirely
on the remote computer or server. In the latter scenario, the
remote computer may be connected to the user’s computer
through any type of network, including a local area network
(LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the connection may
be made to an external computer (for example, through the
Internet using an Internet Service Provider).

Aspects of the present invention are described with refer-
ence to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of meth-
ods, apparatus (systems) and computer program products
according to embodiments of the invention. It will be under-
stood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/or
block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flowchart
illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be implemented by
computer program instructions. These computer program
instructions may be provided to a processor of a general
purpose computer, special purpose computer, or other pro-
grammable data processing apparatus to produce a machine,
such that the instructions, which execute via the processor of
the computer or other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, create means for implementing the functions/acts
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

These computer program instructions may also be stored in
a computer readable medium that can direct a computer, other
programmable data processing apparatus, or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the instructions
stored in the computer readable medium produce an article of
manufacture including instructions which implement the
function/act specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram
block or blocks.

The computer program instructions may also be loaded
onto a computer, other programmable data processing appa-
ratus, or other devices to cause a series of operational steps to
be performed on the computer, other programmable appara-
tus or other devices to produce a computer implemented
process such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter or other programmable apparatus provide processes for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods and computer program
products according to various embodiments of the present
invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block
diagrams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
code, which comprises one or more executable instructions
for implementing the specified logical function(s). It should
also be noted that, in some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block diagrams
and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by special
purpose hardware-based systems that perform the specified
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functions or acts, or combinations of special purpose hard-
ware and computer instructions.

Generally, like reference numerals in the various figures
are utilized to designate like components.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method of configuring a sys-
tem with at least two different system components based on a
target computing environment comprising:

generating a profile to configure each of the at least two
different system components for the target computing
environment, wherein the profile identifies a corre-
sponding set of tasks to be performed and properties to
configure each of the at least two different system com-
ponents for the target computing environment, and
wherein at least two of the corresponding sets of tasks
are different, with each associated with a different type
of server system;

processing the profile and performing the corresponding
set of tasks in the order listed in the profile and in accor-
dance with the properties of the corresponding system
component to configure each system component for the
target computing environment; and

installing each configured system component on the target
computing environment.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the target computing environment includes one of a develop-
ment computing environment and a production computing
environment.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the profile includes:

a configuration file identifying the profile and tasks to be
performed to configure the different system components
for the target computing environment; and

one or more property files specifying the properties for
corresponding system components for the target com-
puting environment.

4. The computer-implemented of claim 3, wherein the con-
figuration file and one or more property files include exten-
sible markup language (XML) files.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 3, wherein
processing the profile further includes:

performing the tasks in the order listed in the profile and in
accordance with the properties specified by the corre-
sponding property files for the system components to
configure the system components for the target comput-
ing environment.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
the system includes a software system, and the system com-
ponents include software components of the software system.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, wherein
generating a profile includes:

generating a sub-profile for each of at least two different
target computing environments, wherein each sub-pro-
file identifies the corresponding tasks to be performed
and properties to configure each of the different system
components for a corresponding target computing envi-
ronment; and

wherein processing the profile further includes:

processing the sub-profile associated with a desired target
computing environment and performing the tasks in the
order listed in that sub-profile and in accordance with the
properties to configure the system for the desired target
computing environment.

8. A computer system for configuring a system with at least
two different system components based on a target computing
environment comprising:

at least one processor configured to:
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generate a profile to configure each of the at least two
different system components for the target computing
environment, wherein the profile identifies a corre-
sponding set of tasks to be performed and properties
to configure each of the at least two different system
components for the target computing environment,
and wherein at least two of the corresponding sets of
tasks are different, with each associated with a differ-
ent type of server system;

process the profile and perform the corresponding set of
tasks in the order listed in the profile and in accor-
dance with the properties of the corresponding system
component to configure each system component for
the target computing environment; and

install each configured system component on the target
computing environment.

9. The computer system of claim 8, wherein the target
computing environment includes one of a development com-
puting environment and a production computing environ-
ment.

10. The computer system of claim 8, wherein the profile
includes:

a configuration file identifying the profile and tasks to be
performed to configure the different system components
for the target computing environment; and

one or more property files specifying the properties for
corresponding system components for the target com-
puting environment.

11. The computer system of claim 10, wherein the configu-
ration file and one or more property files include extensible
markup language (XML) files.

12. The computer system of claim 10, wherein processing
the profile further includes:

performing the tasks in the order listed in the profile and in
accordance with the properties specified by the corre-
sponding property files for the system components to
configure the system components for the target comput-
ing environment.

13. The computer system of claim 8, wherein the system
includes a software system, and the system components
include software components of the software system.

14. The computer system of claim 8, wherein generating a
profile includes:

generating a sub-profile for each of at least two different
target computing environments, wherein each sub-pro-
file identifies the corresponding tasks to be performed
and properties to configure each of the different system
components for a corresponding target computing envi-
ronment; and

wherein processing the profile further includes:

processing the sub-profile associated with a desired target
computing environment and performing the tasks in the
order listed in that sub-profile and in accordance with the
properties to configure the system for the desired target
computing environment.

15. A computer program product for configuring a system
with at least two different system components based on a
target computing environment comprising:

a non-transitory computer readable storage medium hav-

ing computer readable program code embodied there-
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with, the computer readable program code comprising

computer readable program code configured to:

generate a profile to configure each of the at least two
different system components for the target computing
environment, wherein the profile identifies a corre-
sponding set of tasks to be performed and properties
to configure each of the at least two different system
components for the target computing environment,
and wherein at least two of the corresponding sets of
tasks are different, with each associated with a differ-
ent type of server system;

process the profile and perform the corresponding set of
tasks in the order listed in the profile and in accor-
dance with the properties of the corresponding system
component to configure each system component for
the target computing environment; and

install each configured system component on the target
computing environment.

16. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the target computing environment includes one of a develop-
ment computing environment and a production computing
environment.

17. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the profile includes:

a configuration file identifying the profile and tasks to be
performed to configure the different system components
for the target computing environment; and

one or more property files specifying the properties for
corresponding system components for the target com-
puting environment.

18. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein
the configuration file and one or more property files include
extensible markup language (XML) files.

19. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein
processing the profile further includes:

performing the tasks in the order listed in the profile and in
accordance with the properties specified by the corre-
sponding property files for the system components to
configure the system components for the target comput-
ing environment.

20. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
the system includes a software system, and the system com-
ponents include software components of the software system.

21. The computer program product of claim 15, wherein
generating a profile includes:

generating a sub-profile for each of at least two different
target computing environments, wherein each sub-pro-
file identifies the corresponding tasks to be performed
and properties to configure each of the different system
components for a corresponding target computing envi-
ronment; and

wherein processing the profile further includes:

processing the sub-profile associated with a desired target
computing environment and performing the tasks in the
order listed in that sub-profile and in accordance with the
properties to configure the system for the desired target
computing environment.
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